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1 Barney' Barnato and Woolf Joel. Rhodes declared war all
round, and after a struggle of extraordinary keenness, he
forced his rivals to amalgamate with him, to his own enormous
advantage as a controlling power. As chairman of the
De Beers Consolidated Mines, Limited, he was now vastly
wealthy, yet in justice it must be said that he did not use his
riches for any mere personal gratification of luxury* Although,
as he himself declared, he was a millionaire ten times over, he
probably spent less upon himself than many of the junior
officials in his employ. It was for his vast schemes of colonial
expansion that he desired money, and having made it, he
turned again to his ideal.

His next big political game was to play for the possession
of Mashonaland and Matabeleland. By astute diplomacy he
frustrated President Krager again, and obtained from
Lobengula, chief of the tribes in those territories, a monopoly
in the right to search for gold and other metals. He now
decided to apply to the British Government for a charter for
a trading company. This was granted, and on October 29,
1889, the British South Africa Company, popularly known as
'the Chartered Company,' was floated with a capital of
^"1,000,000. With Rhodes as the master-mind, it became the
dominant power in South Africa, and its actions, for good or
ill, are writ large in the history of the ten years following
its foundation.

At the age of thirty-seven Rhodes became Premier of Cape
Colony, and in his dial capacity as chairman of the Chartered
Company and Prime Minister of the Cape Parliament, upon
his shoulders fell the enormous task of developing the vast
territories so hurriedly and, as many thought, so rashly
acquired. Things went ilL The climate, the natives* tha
tsetse fly, all conspired against the early settlers of Mashona*
.land and Matabeleland. But Rhodes steadily pushed on his
railways and telegraph-lines, opening up the country, and
fought * tooth and nail' against the strenuous opposition of his
Boer rivals.